New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2020
7:00 p.m.

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church

Welcome
In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome you as we hear God’s holy Word. We are blessed by your
presence, just as you are. As God welcomes all people through the saving grace of Jesus, so do we seek to
welcome God’s people of all races, social statuses, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, and
gender identities to be together in Christ – to love, to grow, and to serve. We worship online in an effort
to minimize the spread of COVID-19 and encourage you to follow along in this document as you
also watch or listen to the live stream of our service. May the Lord bless our worship this day.

Grace Council Statement on Racism
The events that have unfolded in our nation in recent months have reawakened us to the deep
divides that still exist within our country. Racism, manifested in individual acts and present
throughout systems, continues to prevent us from being the beloved community that God intends.
Our faith in the crucified and risen Christ compels us to speak. We speak against the sin of racism.
We speak in solidarity with Black people and all people of color, each of whom is precious to God.
We stand with and for Black people within our church and school and in the larger community.
We commit ourselves to following Jesus Christ into the world in the hope that, by the Spirit’s power,
God’s Kingdom would come on earth as it is in heaven. We look with hope and anticipation to a
season of growth and change as Grace becomes a more faithful witness to God’s wide welcome in
Christ. We see this as the beginning, not the end, of the conversation. We pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide us, and for the courage to follow.
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+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE: Fugue in E-flat Major (“St. Anne”), BWV 552b

Johann Sebastian Bach

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us

and, for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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ENTRANCE HYMN: Greet Now the Swiftly Changing Year

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time,
and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love.
Grant that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love at work,
and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever—the coming of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1–13
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to be born, and a
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; a
time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and
a time to dance; 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace,
and a time to refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to
throw away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8a time to
love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 9What gain have the workers from their
toil? 10I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be busy with.
11He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future
into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12I know
that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live;
13moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 8
Antiphon by John Folkening
ANTIPHON: How exalted is your name in all the world!
L O | Lord our Lord,*
how exalted is your name in | all the world!
C Out of the mouths of in- | fants and children*
your majesty is praised a- | bove the heavens.
L You have set up a stronghold against your | adversaries,*
to quell the enemy and | the avenger.
C When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,*
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
L what is man that you should be mind- | ful of him,*
the son of man that you should | seek him out?
C You have made him but little lower | than the angels;*
you adorn him with glo- | ry and honor;
L you give him mastery over the works | of your hands;*
you put all things un- | der his feet:
C all | sheep and oxen,*
even the wild beasts | of the field,
L the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,*
and whatsoever walks in the paths | of the sea.
C O | Lord our Lord,*
how exalted is your name in | all the world!
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SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1–6a
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE: Psalm 90:1
c Alleluia.
C REFRAIN (below)

c
C
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Carl Schalk

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. Alleluia!
REFRAIN

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31–46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’
40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick
or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Dave Lyle
Matthew 25:31–46
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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NICENE CREED
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
ANTHEM: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Infant holy, infant lowly,
For his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Swiftly winging, angels singing,
Bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all!

arr. Mark Shepperd
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, greet the morrow,
Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child was born for you!
Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, alt.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition concludes:
A Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,

Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BENEDICTION
P Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow

(green) LBW #282
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE: Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow

Donald Busarow

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY
The Rev. David R. Lyle, presiding minister
The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, preaching minister
Julie Hinz, assisting minister
Jeremy Zimmer, organist
Christa Krout, flutist
Dan Krout, soloist
Eunice Eifert, videographer
Justin Martin, sound board operator
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F. Dean Lueking, Pastor Emeritus
Michael D. Costello, Cantor
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