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+ OPENING + 
   
PRELUDE: Chorale Prelude on Slane Steven Wente 
   
OPENING VERSICLES 

 

 
 

+  PSALMODY  + 
 

VENITE 
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PSALM 35:1–14 
                                    

 L  Fight those who fight | me, O Lord;*  
   attack those who are at- | tacking me.  

 C  Take up | shield and armor*  
   and rise | up to help me.  

 L  Draw the sword and bar the way against those | who pursue me;*  
   say to my soul, “I am | your salvation.”  

 C  Let those who seek after my life be | shamed and humbled;*  
   let those who plot my ruin fall back and | be dismayed.  

 L  Let them be like chaff be- | fore the wind,*  
   and let the angel of the Lord drive | them away.  

 C  Let their way be | dark and slippery,*  
   and let the angel of the | Lord pursue them.  

 L  For they have secretly spread a net for me with- | out a cause;*  
   without a cause they have dug a pit to take | me alive.  

 C  Let ruin come upon them | unawares;*  
   let them be caught in the net they hid;  
   let them fall into the | pit they dug.  

 L  Then I will be joyful | in the Lord;*  
   I will glory | in his victory.  

 C  My very bones will say, “Lord, | who is like you?*  
   You deliver the poor from those who are too strong for them,  
   the poor and needy from | those who rob them.”  

 L  Malicious witnesses rise | up against me;*  
   they charge me with matters I know noth- | ing about.  

 C  They pay me evil in ex- | change for good;*  
   my soul is full | of despair.  

 L  But when they were sick I | dressed in sackcloth*  
   and humbled my- | self by fasting.  

 C  I prayed with my whole heart, as one would for a friend | or a brother;*  
   I behaved like one who mourns for his mother,  
   bowed | down and grieving.  
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Silence for meditation is observed, then: 

PSALM PRAYER 
  

L Lord God, you rose to the aid of your beloved Son  
 against those who unjustly sought his life.  
 Look on your Church as we journey to you,  
 and rescue the poor from their oppressors,  
 that they may tell of your righteousness and your praise;  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
We stand and sing. 

HYMN: When We Are Tested                  ACS #922 
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+  WORD  + 
 
 

READING: Ezra 8:15–23 
 

15I gathered them by the river that runs to Ahava, and there we camped three days. As I reviewed the 
people and the priests, I found there none of the descendants of Levi. 16Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, 
Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, who were leaders, and for Joiarib 
and Elnathan, who were wise, 17and sent them to Iddo, the leader at the place called Casiphia, telling them 
what to say to Iddo and his colleagues the temple servants at Casiphia, namely, to send us ministers for the 
house of our God. 18Since the gracious hand of our God was upon us, they brought us a man of 
discretion, of the descendants of Mahli son of Levi son of Israel, namely Sherebiah, with his sons and kin, 
eighteen; 19also Hashabiah and with him Jeshaiah of the descendants of Merari, with his kin and their sons, 
twenty; 20besides two hundred twenty of the temple servants, whom David and his officials had set apart 
to attend the Levites. These were all mentioned by name. 
 

21Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might deny ourselves before our God, to seek 
from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our possessions. 22For I was ashamed to ask 
the king for a band of soldiers and cavalry to protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told 
the king that the hand of our God is gracious to all who seek him, but his power and his wrath are against 
all who forsake him. 23So we fasted and petitioned our God for this, and he listened to our entreaty. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
HOMILY                                                Pastor Dave Lyle 
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Silence is observed, then: 

L In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 
GOSPEL CANTICLE 
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+  PRAYERS  + 

 

PRAYERS 

 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

L O Lord, almighty and everlasting God,  
 you have brought us in safety to this new day;  
 preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin,  
 nor be overcome in adversity; and in all we do,  
 direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS DOMINO & BENEDICTION 
 

 
 

 
 

HYMN: O Lord, throughout These Forty Days             (green) LBW #99 

 
 

 

The ministers depart in silence. 
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